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Tree of Life 2020 Grantees 
 
Tree of Life is pleased to announce the four individuals who were selected to receive the Tree of Life Individual Artist Grant.  
The 2020 Grantees are: 
 
Melquiades Rosario Sastre, Hato Rey, PR 
Lydia Rubio, Hudson, NY 
Kevin Sampson, Newark, NJ 
Robert Witz, New York, NY 
 
Additional information about the artists and their projects is posted to our website, www.treeoflifeartists.org, under Tree of 
Life Grantees. 
 
About Tree of Life 

When artist and philanthropist, Alyce Simon, met Victor Faccinto in 1976, it was the beginning of a life-long friendship and 
working relationship. Over the years, Simon came to rely on Faccinto, a working artist and curator, for assistance in her art 
practice, particularly in cataloging, documenting, and exhibiting her art. Through this process, they both became increasingly 
aware of the diminishing opportunities for senior artists like Simon. In 1995, they founded Tree of Life “to encourage talented 
and late-career artists in the pursuit of their ideas and the expansion and perfection of their techniques and capabilities.” 

The full implementation of the foundation’s mission was delayed after Simon’s health declined. She eventually relocated to a 
lakefront home in North Carolina, near the headquarters of Tree of Life, so that she could plan, along with co-founder Victor 
Faccinto, the future of the foundation. When she passed away in 2011, she left a substantial legacy that will enable Tree of Life to 
fulfill her dream of giving meaningful financial support to senior visual artists. Simon selected the foundation’s name because she 
believed that the tree is the very living essence of life on earth and “gives back for others to continually share the benefits of 
earth’s energy.” 

In 2014, Tree of Life began sharing Simon’s philosophy of “giving back” through their grant program benefitting senior visual 
artists. 
 
Grant Program 
 
For the majority of late-career visual artists, professional opportunities diminish as the artists continue to age. They also begin to 
face a number of common concerns related to the preservation of their artwork and historical documentation. It is issues such as 
these that Tree of Life seeks to address by providing support for senior visual artists. The Individual Artist Grant can be for new 
work or special projects, studio space, website creation, cataloging art and artist’s history, archiving and storage of art, exhibitions, 
and catalog publication. 
 
For additional information about Tree of Life and our grant program, you may visit our website or email us at 
info@treeoflifeartists.org. 


